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On the 26th, 100 years have passed since the 19th Amendment, which prescribed women’s 
suffrage, was added to the U.S. Constitution. The issue of discrimination based on gender and 
race is still constant, and the amendment is said to be “unfinished traveling milestone ” (New 
York Times editorial). 
 

The 100th anniversary commemorative events held all over the country are dedicated to 
honor the predecessors who contributed to the acquisition of right, as well as to inherit the fight 
against inequality (Hajime Akagawa at Gettysburg, Eastern Pennsylvania). 
 

At the park in Gettysburg, known as the fierce battlefield during the Civil War, on the 
weekend of early August, a local citizen group organized a meeting called the “celebration of the 
19th Amendment”. Citizens including men surrounded the books that are related to women’s 
suffrage and discussed the history of the suffrage movement and voting activities to each other. 
 

“She stood up in faith and devoted herself to a women’s right. It should be evaluated more”. 
Former curator Debora Westmorland (68) reveres Alice Paul (1885–1977), a female activist 
from eastern New Jersey. 
 

After the first human rights conference held in 1848 in Seneca Falls, eastern New York, it 
took 72 years for the women’s suffrage to be prescribed to the U.S. Constitution. After returning 
to the U.S., After returning to the U.S., Paul, who had participated in the suffrage movement in 
the U.K., insisted on constitutional amendments instead of compromising the suffrage at the state 
level. Despite the arrest and torture in prison, she continued non-violent protests around the 
White House and made President Wilson, who was against the revision of the constitution at that 
time, change his mind. 
 

In 2016, former President Obama praised Paul who had succeeded in the constitutional 
amendment in her 30s as “the most important person at the final stage of the fight”, in the 
Presidential decree that designated the facilities of National Women’s Party (NWP) led by Paul 
as a national historic site.  
 

“The women’s suffrage was not a gift. We won it”. Lucien Biard (63), secretary general of 
the Alice Paul Institute, says that “at a time when it was thought that women should protect their 
homes, Paul and others went out on the street and continued to appeal for the suffrage. It was 
neither a wish nor a plea. It was a request persistently”. They pursued the responsibility of the 
government and achieved the goals. It is a learned lesson. 
 

On the other hand, the representative of the citizen’s group, Jenny Dumont (43), also 
emphasizes that “the constitutional amendment did not guarantee the suffrage for all women”. 
The amendment only “prohibits denial or restriction against the right to vote on the basis of 



gender”, and, in the southern states, de facto voting restrictions, such as literacy test and taxation 
based on the state laws that allowed the racial segregation policy, continued until the 1960s. Prof. 
Christina Wolbrecht, a political scientist at the University of Notre Dame, points out  that “legal 
and extra-legal barriers have prevented especially black people from voting”.   
 

For a university student, Haley Kirennox (20), a white woman, who was involved in the 
planning of the “celebration party”, the violation of the suffrage is not merely a matter of gender 
or race. While the youth are considered to be the supporting base of the opposition Democratic 
Party, she cautions the movement to restrain the youth vote by the ruling Republican Party led by 
Trump.  
 

Under the Trump administration, which is often criticized for its discrimination against 
women, it is worried that we might return to a patriarchal society. She continues that “the fight is 
still ongoing. In order not to forget about it, it is important to continue celebrating these 
important milestones in history”.  
 
After the establishment of the 19th Amendment, Paul worked for the ratification of the 
amendment that would include gender equality in the Constitution until her later years. It has not, 
however, been realized yet. 
 
 
Table 
Major movements regarding women's suffrage in the U.S. 
(From the National Park Service website “History of Women's Suffrage” etc.) 
 
1848  Women's Rights Conference was held in Seneca Falls, NY. Request for suffrage. 
1872  Female civil rights leader Susan Anthony was arrested for voting without suffrage. 
1878  An amendment to the U.S. Constitution granting women’s suffrage was submitted to the  

Congress. 
1906   Anthony died. 
1910  Alice Paul, who participated in the women's suffrage movement in the U.K., returned to  

the U.S. 
1912  Former President Theodore Roosevelt’s Innovative Party became the first national party  

describing women’s suffrage on their party platform. 
1913  Paul and others established the predecessor organization of the National Women's Party  

(NWP).  
1920   The 19th Amendment of the US Constitution stipulated women's suffrage. 

1923   The NWP submitted the U.S. Constitution amendment to Congress for the first time.  


