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 The Sea Turtle that Couldn’t 

There was once a two-year-old Leatherback sea turtle named Fred who lived in the Atlantic ocean. Like 

all the other Leatherbacks, his favorite food was jellyfish. Sometimes he would go eat some other sea life, but 

nothing would taste as good as jellyfish. Their stings don’t even bother him. In fact, he could barely feel them. 

Fred was strong and not afraid of their tentacles. One day Fred saw a jellyfish that didn’t seem like any other 

jellyfish that he has seen before. He noticed that it wouldn’t move, but would move when the current is strong. 

He tried to take a bite out of it to see if it tasted like other jellyfish, but he couldn’t bite through its skin. The skin 

was like no other jellyfish. He kept trying to bite it but had no luck. Eventually, he tried to suck it in and swallow 

it whole. He thought this would be a good idea, but it turned out to be the biggest mistake of his life. Fred’s 

stomach started to hurt badly because of it. He wanted to regurgitate it, but it was stuck. He became so sad 

and distressed. He started to swim around and look for anyone that could help him. No one was around. He 

tried to push it out himself, but it wouldn’t move. He then tried to see if he could swallow it the whole way, 

which did work. But now it is in his stomach. He was hoping that it’ll just pass through like any other regular 

food.  

For the next couple of days, Fred had a stomach ache. He always tries to eat food, but he could only 

get a little down. He wants his stomach pains to go away, but he doesn’t know how to make them go away. All 

he can do is hope that the plastic bag will pass through him. A couple of days later, Fred started to not feel his 

stomach pains as much. He tried to eat, but he got fool full really quickly. He started to feel tired all the time so 

he would nap a lot. Fred took one last nap, then he was spotted by a people who were a part of a saving sea 

turtles organization. They caught Fred and tested him to see how he was doing. They concluded that he isn’t 

doing well because he hasn’t been able to each much food. They took him back to their sea turtle sanctuary. At 

this point, Fred started to feel weak from malnutrition. He knew that the people wanted to help him, but he 



didn’t have the strength to fight. He passed away while being transported to the sanctuary. This is why you 

don’t throw away plastic. Please recycle. If you recycle plastics, it will help protect marine life and keep our 

oceans and beaches beautiful. 


